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THEATRE503

We act as a bridge between artists and aspiring artists. 

We do so by staging more debut playwrights than any other theatre in the country 
in our Wandsworth venue, Theatre503 situated above The Latchmere Pub. 

Our intimate 64-seat venue provides a supportive environment for writers to 
make their professional debut. Since 2004 we have done just that by staging over 
1,700 new plays that have defined the new writing canon for a generation.  

As such we open up pathways to the creative industries at a time when it has 
never been more important to break down barriers to accessing a career in  
the arts. 

This has resulted in modern classics such as The Mountaintop by Katori 
Hall and Rotterdam by Jon Brittain – both Olivier Award winners – as well as 
classics in the making like Yasmin Joseph’s J’Ouvert, winner of the 2020 James 
Tait Black Prize, and Ross Willis’ Wolfie, winner of the 2020 Writers Guild Award, 
Best New Play. 

Our alumni are now writing for The Crown, Succession, Doctor Who, Killing Eve 
and Normal People. Every major subsidised theatre in the country has staged a 
new play by a writer who started with us. 
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FACTS AND FIGURES 

We ensure 58% of our 
audience secures subsidised 
and free tickets 58+42+M
We offer 25% of our  
online writers’ programme  
for free25+75+M

We are UK-wide with 60% 
of our writers coming from 
outside of London60+40+M
We ensure 25% of our plays 
are written by those from the 
global majority25+75+M

We stage 128 new plays  
in an average season

We had writers from  
49 countries apply  
to our International  
Playwriting Award in 2022

We have eliminated hire fees  
for all incoming companies

We work with 420 writers  
via our online programme

We have live-streamed new 
work to 40,000 people

We engage 1,000 freelancers  
in the delivery of our season

We won London Pub Theatre  
of the Year in 2021

We read and offer feedback  
on 1,000 scripts every year

We offer bespoke mentoring  
to 140 writers every year
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THE 503STUDIO 

We will keep our highly respected Theatre503 venue as the lynchpin of our 
organisation and where all of our plays will premiere. However, the needs  
of the industry and the growth of our training programmes means we  
require more space. 

As such the aim for The 503Studio is to be a world class centre of creativity and 
learning which will see us transfer 75% of the training programmes carried out at 
our Theatre503 venue to a bespoke, multi-use space that can do even more.

It will be a place where the best early career artists from all over the  
country and the English-speaking world are discovered, taught, commissioned 
and produced. 

It will be the UK’s first dedicated studio for the development of early-career 
playwrights. 

It will be a place for those who don’t traditionally access the arts to be able  
to do so. 

It will be a vital destination for anyone who wants to tell their story and explore 
their creativity but doesn’t know where to start. 

And we need your help to make it happen. 
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THE LOCATION 

We have already secured, through competitive tender, space on the ground 
floor of a multi-storey apartment block in Nine Elms Park. The development is 
led by Wandsworth Council to link Vauxhall and Battersea, an internationally 
significant business district and a new centre for arts and culture in London.

This home for The 503Studio is currently being delivered by building 
developers Galliard and is directly connected to Park Basin and Park Square,  
a new civic space immediately outside the apartment block.

The ground floor of the building has been reserved as a Cultural Anchor Unit in 
partnership with Wandsworth Council through a Section 106 Agreement and is 
being provided to Theatre503 on a 99-year lease.

The Cultural Anchor Unit will be delivered by Galliard as a 320 square metre 
GEA shell and core unit, which will need to be fitted-out before occupancy. 
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THE NEED 

We know that there are significant barriers to accessing the arts. These include 
financial constraints, a lack of industry contacts, imposter syndrome and the 
ability to make one’s voice not only heard, but feel valid.

The 503Studio will help to remove these barriers by creating pathways that 
aren’t just one-off touch points but ongoing opportunities that will champion 
new voices so that the industry is more representative of wider society.

The location and our new Future Programme (detailed overleaf) means we will 
be able to work with underrepresented groups such as those with a disability, 
the racially minoritised, and those from a working-class background. This 
includes those with an attainment gap, in receipt of pupil premium and Looked 
After Children status. 

Alongside this we will continue to run our well established and renowned national 
and international projects such as our International Playwriting Award, 503Five 
– Writers in Residence Scheme, Rapid Write Response, masterclasses, online 
programme, and year-round script reading and mentoring service. 

Collectively The 503Studio will be a vital destination for early career artists from 
all over the country and across the English-speaking world, to develop their craft 
and feed directly into the final productions in our Theatre503 venue and beyond. 
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FUTURE PROGRAMME

Over the next five years, through the 
opportunity afforded by The 503Studio,  
we will scale up our work in four key areas:  

503 SCHOOLS
In partnership with selected secondary 
schools, we will develop a syllabus-based 
play writing competition and employability 
programme. It will consist of in-school 
workshops, field trips to The 503Studio, 
mentoring and classroom resources. The 
selection of the schools will be based on need 
as determined by their location in an area of significant  
deprivation, and their evidenced commitment to the arts. 

503 WELLBEING 
Via a series of workshops, seminars and learning resources we will explore 
the challenges of working in the creative industries, focusing in particular on 
striking a healthy work-life balance and the development of strategies in order 
to do so. This unique mental wellness initiative is vital for an industry often 
challenged by issues of loneliness and isolation due to its gig economy and 
highly competitive nature. 

503 STAGE TO SCREEN
By partnering with independent and established production companies we will 
introduce the very best new writers in the country and English-speaking world 
to film and TV development opportunities. More than just a pitching process it 
will see the presentation of new material directed and performed by Theatre503 
alumni in the 503Studio events space.  

503 GLOBAL
Our new global social enterprise initiative will package the work of The 
503Studio into a series of learning methodologies that can be taken around 
the world. Each will be agile enough to work as an in-person event, digital 
experience or a hybrid of the two. It is our intention to design them in such a 
way that they can be delivered by the Theatre503 team or by country-specific 
workshop leaders trained by us. 

  There are loads of 
courses for writers out 
there once you’ve got some 
experience, but there’s nothing 
for writers who don’t even 
know they’re writers yet. I wish 
there had been something like 
this when I was starting out

Ross Willis, playwright
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THE LAYOUT  

REHEARSAL, EVENTS & COMMUNITY SPACE 
A space flexible enough to use for creative 
learning projects, new writing courses, guest 
speakers, seminars and workshops etc. It 
will also include a meeting space and have 
the capability to host public performances, 
scratch nights, showcases, rehearsed 
readings and corporate events. 

REHEARSAL & EVENTS SPACE 
A room designed around stage specifications 
of Theatre503 productions that are in 
rehearsal as well as being flexible enough 
to be opened up to other rehearsal needs, or 
rented out to theatre industry partners. 

WRITERS MEZZANINE SPACE 
A range of open plan spaces for writers 
to write, desk space for Theatre503 staff, 
freelance producer stations and artist hot 
desks. To also include meeting rooms, reading 
nooks and a ‘library of inspiration’. 

RECORDING & EDIT SUITE SPACE 
A fully soundproofed and professionally lit 
space for capturing talks, interviews and 
podcasts for The 503Studio related activity or 
for writer’s own use. Also including display screens for logo and sponsorship 
placement for commercial rental purposes. 

PRODUCTION SUITE SPACE 
A room, connected to the rehearsal space, including area for fittings, line runs, 
desk space and temporary production offices.

GREEN ROOM SPACE 
A welcoming ‘wrap around’ chill out area available to all building users with a 
communal eating area, kitchenette and writers notice board detailing up and 
coming opportunities. 

  The play had been 
rejected by pretty much every 
other theatre around but 
503 saw something in the 
play (Debris) and decided 
to abandon common sense 
and produce it. For me it was 
one of the most important 
moments in my life

Dennis Kelly, playwright

  When my mother 
cried on seeing the closing 
performance at Theatre503,  
I felt validated and proud that 
my play has the ability to make 
people laugh, cry and think.  
I want people to go out 
thinking about the world

Katori Hall, playwright of THE MOUNTAINTOP
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THE COST

Rehearsal, Events &  
Community Space 

 £400,000 

Fit Out Contribution
£300,000 Secured 

Rehearsal & Events Space  
£300,000

Writers Mezzanine Space 
£150,000

Recording & Edit Suite  
£50,000

Production Suite  
£50,000

Green Room 
£50,000 

3131++2323++1212++44++44++44++2222++MMThe Building Total 

£1.3m
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THE PLANS

Proposed Ground Floor and Mezzanine Floor plans. Colour coded to previous page
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NAMING OPPORTUNITIES 

ENTIRE BUILDING DONATION 
A lead donation of £1m will give you the 
opportunity to name the entirety of the ground 
floor of The 503Studio building, with your 
name given prominence on external signage 
and in the reception entrance, for a period of 
time to be agreed. 

INDIVIDUAL SPACE DONATION 
An individual space donation will give you the 
opportunity to name one of the five spaces 
that make up The 503Studio ranging from: 
£400,000, £300,000, £150,000, £50,000; with 
your name on entry doors to the space and on 
its most prominent internal wall. 

FOUNDER FIFTY DONATION 
If fifty generous donors contribute £3,000 each, we will hit our total target for 
the Writers Mezzanine Space. As part of a consortium of generous individuals 
your name will be listed on the mezzanine’s most prominent wall.

BRICK BY BRICK DONATION  
Give any donation under £3,000 to the building and be recognised in a 
bespoke artwork called Brick by Brick by a local Wandsworth artist to be hung 
prominently in the building illustrating Theatre503’s journey towards residency 
in The 503Studio.  

YOUR WAY 
We are also interested in crafting bespoke ways to donate that align with your 
priorities, including in-kind support, so please do get in touch if you have an 
idea you’d like to discuss. 

You can donate via cheque, bank transfer, through a trust or foundation, or 
through your corporate business. We will work with all donors to make sure you 
can give in the way that best suits you. 

  Theatre503 plays an 
enormously significant role 
supporting early career writers 
in this country. Their ability  
to identify and nurture  
diverse new voices at the  
very start of their careers  
is unparalleled and provides  
a crucial pipeline of incredible  
artists into the industry

Roy Williams OBE, playwright  
and 503 Board Member
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AMPLIFYING YOUR DONATION 

Any donation you decide to make will be both artistically and socially 
transformative and a vital contribution to the most significant investment  
in the new writing ecology for a generation. 

But we also want you to know that the physical manifestation of The 503Studio 
will enable a new entrepreneurial model to flourish by opening up new income 
streams not possible before.  

These include space hire income, increased ticket yield, event management 
services, and the ability to market and sell our learning programmes around  
the world.  

This means your donation will do more than just support the new building it will 
also help to ensure the long-term stability of Theatre503 and allow us to stand 
on our own two feet. 

Thank you.
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TALK TO US

To discuss your donation please  
contact our development department: 

Email  development@theatre503.com  
Phone  020 7978 7040

mailto:development%40theatre503.com?subject=The%20503Studio
tel:02079787040

